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Name:  Katrina Rønningen 
Address: Norwegian Centre for Rural Research 
  N-7491 Trondheim, Norway 
E-mail:  Katrina.Ronningen@rural.no 
 
Education 
1999  Dr.polit. in social sciences (Geography) Norwegian University of Science and Technology, 

Department of Geography. Thesis title: ”Agricultural policies and countryside 
management. A comparative European study.”  

1989  Cand.agric., Land-use planning, Agricultural University of Norway (Now Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences). Institute of Land consolidation and land-use planning (now 
Inst. of Landscape planning, University of Life Sciences).  

 
Professional Experience 
1997-     Norwegian Centre for Rural Research, Trondheim  
1996-1997:  Lecturer and consultant. 
1990-1996: Research fellow with grants from the Norwegian Research Council.  
  Dept. of Geography, University of Trondheim (now NTNU).  
1989-1990: Consultant, municipality of Lørenskog. Projects for the Ministry of Environment and The  
  Agricultural Development Fund. Institute of Planning and Law. Agricultural University of  
  Norway (Now UMB, University of Life Sciences) 
  
 
Ongoing research projects 
 

• “Back to the future? Policy responses to increasing food prices and climate change in the new 
millennium”. (2009-2012) (K.R. international coordinator) Financed by the The Research Council 
of Norway.  

•  
• iCoast – Integrated coastal area development: Working out a framework for sustainable 

development. Financed by the The Research Council of Norway.  
 

• ”Natural resources in forest and mountain communities – between marginalisation, 
commercialisation and conservation” 2004-2009. (K.R. Project leader) Financed by the The 
Research Council of Norway. Partners: Norwegian Institute for Nature Research (NINA), Dept. 
of Biology, Institute for Sociology and Social Sciences, NTNU 

 
• Coast-scenes –“Building scenarios as a tool for dialogue, business development and 

management in protected coastal areas” (Froan-scenarier) 2007-2009. (K.R. Project leader), 
Financed by the Research Council of Norway, co-finance from Frøya municipality,  Frøya New 
Business Association, Fishermen’s Association, Mid-Norway,  Trøndelag Fish farming 
Association, SalMar ASA. Several national and international partners 

 
• “Conservation Covenants in Norway – moderating conflicts, reducing biodiversity loss and 

improving resource management?” Financed by the Research Council of Norway. Several 
national and international partners. (Project leader: Norwegian Institute for Nature Research) 

 
 

Previous research projects  
 

• “Bioenergy and landscape”. Financed by Skogselskapet (The Forest Association) in Møre og 
Romsdal and the Møre and Romsdal county. 2006-2008 

• Agriculture’s role as upholder of cultural heritage. 2003-2005. Financed by the Research 
Council of Norway. Partner: NIKU (Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage Research) 

• "Scenarios for reconciling biodiversity conservation with declining agricultural use in the 
mountains of Europe" ( ”BioScene”) EUs Fifth Framework programme. (Project leader for the 



Norwegian socio-economic group in the project) International co-ordinator: Dr. Jonathan Mitchley, 
ICSTM, UK. 2002-2005  

• ”Agriculture as a producer of collective goods – internal and external legitimacy”. 2001-2003. 
(Project leader) Financed by the Research Council of Norway.  

• «Agriculture and landscape management - local effects and international perspectives». Financed 
by the Norwegian Research Council. 1999-2001. A co-project between the Dept. of Geography, 
prof. Michael Jones, and the Centre for Rural Research. (KR Project leader.) 

• «Social and cultural aspects of new economic development in forests and out-lyings of rural 
properties. Financed by the Norwegian Research Council. 1996-1999. (Project leader.) 

• ”Ownership structures within the forestry sector». Financed by the Norwegian Research Council. 
1997-1999.  

• «Landscape planning as a tool for economic development in forest areas». Norwegian project 
under the Scottish-Scandinavian co-operating «Forest landscape policies and tools in 
Scandinavia and Scotland», partly financed by EU Article 10, programme for «Northern 
periphery». The Norwegian project is a cooperation between Ressursplan AS/Forestry Owners 
association NORD, and the Centre for Rural Research.1998-2001. (KR Norwegian co-ordinator) 

 
 
Some other projects 
 

• “Resource dependent communities in ’old economy regions’. The role of nature in social change, 
adaptation and resistance”. Bilateral project establishment financed by the Norwegian Research 
Council. Partners: Lakehead University, Canada, and Norwegian Institute for Nature Research 

• Evaluation of a Risk and vulnerability analysis in Froan (coastal conservation and economic 
development). Contract from the South Trøndelag county. 1998. (Project leader.) 

• «Agriculture’s mulifunctionality - what importance has the Norwegian agriculture for the 
environment?» Contract from the Ministry of Agriculture. 1998-1999. 

• ”Environmental commodities and rural viability in Norway. A literature study.” Contract from 
the OECD.  

• "Land management initiatives in Europe". Contract for the Scottish Natural Heritage. 2002. 
Project coordinator: Dr. Henry Buller, Cheltenham and Cloucester College, UK 

• "The cultural heritage of agriculture". Financed by the Ministry of Agriculture. 2002 
 
 
Publications last 5 years:  
 
Burton, R., Rønningen, K. and Wedderburn, L. 2008:Conducting integrated research: A critical 
literature review of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. Report 12/08 Centre for Rural 
Research, Trondheim  
 
Rønningen, K. 2008: Book review: Sustainable Rural Systems: Sustainable Agriculture and Rural 
Communities by Guy Robinson (ed.). Norwegian Journal of Geography Vol.62, No 4, Dec.2008: 307-
308 
 
Soliva, R., Rønningen, K. Bella, I., Bezal, P., Flø, B.E., Marty, P., Potter, C.  2008: Envisioning upland 
futures: Stakeholder responses to scenarios for Europe’s mountain landscapes. Journal of Rural 
Studies 24 (2008) 56-71 
 
Rønningen, K. 2008: Bærekraftige fjellbygder? Noen framtidsbilder. I Almås, R., Haugen, M.S., Rye, 
J.F. og Villa, M. (eds.) Den nye bygda. Tapir Akademisk Forlag, Trondheim, 345-370 
 
Jones, M og Rønningen, K. 2007: Jordskifte og kulturlandskap. I Ravna, Ø. (ed.) Areal og 
eiendomsrett. NJKF 100 års jubileum, s.371-390. Universitetsforlaget, Oslo 

Frisvoll, S. and Rønningen, K. 2007: Tourism as a basis for sustainable development in protected 
coastal areas? In Lück, M., Graüpl, A. Auyong, J., Miller, M.L., Orams, M.B.: Proceedings of the 5th 
International Coastal & Marine Tourism Congress. Balancing marine Tourism, Development and 
Sustainability. 11.-15. september, Auckland, New Zealand; 180-185. ISBN 978-1-877314-66-7  
 



Daugstad, K., Forbord, M. og Rønningen, K. 2008: Erfaringer fra prosjektet ”Frå kratt til kroner” i Møre 
og Romsdal. Notat nr 9/08. Norsk senter for bygdeforskning, Trondheim 
 
Daugstad, K., Forbord, M. og Rønningen, K. 2006: Bioenergi og kulturlandskap: resultater fra en 
intervjuundersøkelse i Møre og Romsdal. Notat nr 7/06, ISSN 1503-2027 
 
Daugstad, K., K. Rønningen & B. Skar 2006: Jordbrukets kulturarv sett fra nasjonale og internasjonale 
premissgivere. En analyse av ”kulturarv”, ”aktivt jordbruk” og ”verdiskaping”. In Daugstad, K. (ed.) 
Jordbrukets rolle som kulturbærer. Rapport 8/06. Centre for Rural Research,Trondheim: 7-20   
 
Skar, B. & Rønningen, K. 2006: “Kulturarvkartet”. En analyse av forholdet mellom 
kulturlandskapsmidler og status for den fysiske kulturarven. In Daugstad, K. (ed.) Jordbrukets rolle 
som kulturbærer. Rapport 8/06. Centre for Rural Research,Trondheim: 59-80   
 
Daugstad, K., K. Rønningen & B. Skar 2006: In Daugstad, K. ed). Jordbrukets rolle som kulturbærer. 
Rapport 8/06. Centre for Rural Research,Trondheim: 93-100 
 
Daugstad, K. & K. Rønningen 2006: Book review. Winning and losing.The changing geography of 
Europe’s rural areas. D. Schnied (ed.), Asgate, Aldershot 2005. In Journal of Rural Studies 23 
(2007)118-124 
 
Daugstad, K., K. Rønningen & B. Skar 2006: Agriculture as an upholder of cultural heritage? 
Conceptualisations and value judgements – A Norwegian perspective in international context. Journal 
of Rural Studies 22 (2206) 67-81 
 
Rønningen, K. & Soliva 2006: Assessing stakeholder response to alternative rural futures for land use 
and biodiversity; results from a cross-country study. In Warren, M. & Yarwood (eds.) The Rural 
Citizen. Governance, culture and well-being in the 21st century. Rural Citizen Conference proceedings. 
University of Plymouth 
 
Rønningen, K., Fjeldavli, F. & B. E. Flø 2005: Multifunksjonelt landbruk - hva slags legitimitet har 
fellesgodeproduksjon innad i landbrukssektoren? R-8/05. Norsk senter for bygdeforskning, Trondheim 
 
Daugstad, K., Rønningen, K. & Skar B. 2005: The cultural heritage of agriculture: 19-20, Lessons learned, 
recommendations: 111-120 in Daugstad, K. (ed): Agriculture’s role as an upholder of cultural heritage. Report 
from a workshop, TemaNord 2005:576, Norden, Nordic Council of Ministers, Copenhagen 
 
Rønningen, K., Bjørn Egil Flø, Gunilla A. Olsson, Susanne K. Hanssen & Sølvi Wehn 2005: 
Sustainability assessment of agro-eco systems and rural development in mountain areas. Scenarios 
for Eastern Jotunheimen, Norway. R-9/05. Norsk senter for bygdeforskning, Trondheim 
 
Daugstad, K. & Katrina Rønningen 2004: Landskapet som felles gode og privat ressurs. I Setten, G. (red.): 
Det levende landskapet. Trondheim, Tapir Akademisk Forlag, 111-129. 
 
Olsson, G., Hanssen, S.K. & Rønningen K. 2004: Different conservation values of biological diversity? 
A case study from the Jotunheimen mountain range, Norway. Norwegian Journal of Geography 
58:204-212. 
 
Olsson, E.G.A., Hanssen, S.K., Rønningen, K. & Flø, B.E. 2004: Landscape narratives in 
Jotunheimen, Mid-Norway. In: Landscape management with people with people in mind. In Saltzman, 
K. & Stenseke, M. eds.  Proceedings from the Lökeberg Workshop, November 2003. Department of 
Human Geography, Occasional Papers 2004: 2. Göteborg University. Göteborg. pp. 12-17.  
 
Rønningen, K., Flø, B.E. & Fjeldavli, E. 2004 The legitimacy of a multifunctional agriculture. Paper no .6/04. 
Centre for Rural Research, Trondheim 
 
Some paper presentations in English: 
 
Rønningen, K. and Blekesaune, A. Bear and fear. Am analysis of fear and acceptance of large 
carnivores and the role of cultural capital and geography. Paper presented at the ISSRM (International 



Study of Society and Symposium on Society and Resource management) 2008, Burlington, Vermont, 
USA 10.6-14.6.08.  People and Place: Linking Culture and Nature  
 
Frisvoll, S. and Rønningen, K. Aquaculture in protected coastal waters – a review of arguments and 
positions in the Norwegian discourse. Paper presented at the ISSRM 2008,  Burlington, Vermont, USA  
10.6-14.6.08  
 
Aquaculture in protected coastal waters – a review of arguments and positions in the  
Norwegian discourse  
ISSRM 2008,  
 
Rønningen, K.: (Norwegian) Conventional upland farmers converting to multifunctional entrepreneurs? 
Paper presented at the XXII

nd 
Congress of the European Society for Rural Sociology; Wageningen, 

20-24 August 2007, Mobilities, Vulnerabilities and Sustainabilities: New questions and challenges for 
rural Europe.  
 
Rønningen, K. and Frisvoll, S.: Building scenarios as a tool for dialogue, business development and 
management in protected coastal areas – Coast-Scenes. Research workshop in Froan, May 2.-4. 
2007 
 
Rønningen, K.: Multifunctional agriculture and new rural futures – perceptions and adaptation 
strategies among stakeholders. Nordiske Jordbruksforskeres Forening -  NJF Tromsø 14.-16. juni, 
2006 - Landscape change.  Learning from the past – visions for the future. 
 
Rønningen, K. & Soliva: Assessing stakeholder response to alternative rural futures for land use and 
biodiversity; results from a cross-country study. Paper presented at “The Rural Citizen. Governance, 
culture and well-being in the 21st century”. University of Plymouth, 5-7th April 2006 
 
Rønningen, K: ”Natural resources in upland communities – between marginalisation, 
commercialisation and conservation”. Paper presented at the ISSRM, 11th symposium on Society and 
Resource Management, From knowledge to management. Balancing resource extraction, protection 
and experiences. June 16-19, 2005, Östersund, Sweden 
 
Rønningen, K.: The legitimacy of a multifunctional agriculture. Paper presented at the XI World 
Congress of Rural Sociology. Globalisation, Risks and Resistance, 25-30 July, 2004, Trondheim, 
Norway 
 
 
Other relevant experience/activities 
 

• Leader for Research Group for Nature, Cultural environments and Living conditions, Centre 
for Rural Research, 4 years in the period 2002-2006, member of Centre for Rural Research’s 
leadership committee same period 

 
• Member of Assessment panel for Hagmarks-Mistra and Mistra Idea Support Grants, The 

foundation for strategic environmental research, Sweden 2004-2008 

• Member of scientific committee for evaluation of research projects to the Norwegian Research 
Council,  and evaluation of proposals to the Swiss Research Fund 

• Lecturing and sensoring at the Department of Geography, Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology (from undergraduate to master level), (1991->). Sensoring Norway’s 
Agricultural University 

• Member of evaluation committee for Assistant professor evaluation, Agr. Univ of Norway, 
• Guest lecturer at Norway’s Agricultural University, University of Lund, Sweden, Royal 

University of Veterinary and Agriculture, Copenhagen 
• Referee for various journals, including Landscape Research, Journal  of Rural Studies 
• Member of the EU network COST A12 Rural Innovation, working group Environment, 1999-

2002. 
 
Languages 



Norwegian, English, German. I have carried out fieldwork with qualitative interviews in Germany, 
Switzerland, UK, Denmark and Sweden.  
 
Stays abroad: USA 1983, University of Munich, Germany 1987/88, Britain 1991, Indonesia 2004, 
Centre for Rural Economy, University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 2008 
 
 
 
Updated April 2009 
 
 
 


